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“WHAT WE HAVE TO DO.” 


ELIZABETH KINGSBURY. 


_ A A (Continued.) 
-There is much in the tone of thought at the present 


time that has a tendency to obliterate the old land- 
marks of right and wrong; we no longer take our opin- 
ons On trust, nor are we any longer satisfied to take the 

mof authority as a reason for doing or abstaining 
aby action; it is therefore of great importance to 
search out the origin of any law, regulation, or custom, 
Which receives the sanction of long usage and carefully 
to examine whether its continuance is the result of habit 
or whether its obscryance arises from its intrinsic 
safactor in human progress. With regard to 
tment of social law-breakers most of us must 
ked ourselves whether the Jewish custom of 
or the modern custom of ostracising, was found- 
Jom and justice, or kept up by an unconscious 
e spirit of revenge. What thinker has not 
r other been tempted to arraign either 
the justice of the Great Creative Spirit 
plated the havoe, the misery, the unending 
ased by the proereative instinct ; what feel- 
bus not rebelled against the apparent cruelty 
gly implanted sexual instinct, the gratification 
, by men, at least, our doctors have till lately 
fas a physical necessity, and the ruin entailed 
men of the streets by ministering to that 
have Jearned to regard us an uncontrollable 
ave we not said in our hearts either society 
t wrong in allowing conditions to continue 
ter prostitution, or it commits a cruel, a mon- 
ong in “branding with a brand of shame” 

ull a natural and necessary junction. Either 
not necessary or the Prostitute is not 
is no alternative for us but to believe 
king a subject out to its logical con- 

to be a feat that can be performed by 
ple. In the days when the mental pow- 
‘eloped a condition that one thing 
las another meu could acquiesce 
in any conceivable, state of things 

minority only, simply affirming that 
s were the will of God; for the 
ngs of life, for the unfortunate 

t those days have passed. We can 
ho suffering and say it is 


the will of the God of love; we can no longer pass by 
on the other side and feel it is no concern of ours; the 
shadow of the outcast, of the criminal, of the homeless 
wanderer follow us into the temple, to the fireside, into 
the holy of holies, and we feel that our place is not 
within while so many remain without. With the de- 
velopment of new faculties have come new respon- 
sibilites that we cannot help feeling. There is no re- 
gion out of the domain of Jaw, and when tke mind has 
grown strong enough to grasp a truth, grasp it, it will 
in spite of us, so new views force themselves upon us 
and we come to believe that which never occurred to 
our forefathers, and on the other hand we find ourselves 
incapable of believing things that presented no difti- 
culty to them. The reign of law is everywhere maui- 
fest in the physical world, and we can no longer look 
with complaisance on the chaotic disorder that exists in 
the moral world or believe it to be a permanent condi- 
tion. 

With one consent we set ourselyes to discover the 
natural law in the region of morals and find that this 
problem requires as much patience and rewards us with 
promises as rich as those that our forefathers gained in 
their researches into the physical constitution of the 
universe. Some advantages we have that they had 
not. An educated public awaits with interest the re- 
sults of research ; truth hath little to fear from the big- 
otry of ignorance, men’s minds have unfolded to a new 
stage of development when the perception of cause and 
effect is within the power of the majority, a majority 
which every decade increases and not as of old the 
privilege of the few. And the subject that necessarily 
attracts the greatest attention is that of the relations of 
men and women, for this lies at the root of family life, 
at the bottom of all social relations whatever. Is it then 
altogether to be wondered at that a certain timidity, a 
certain fear has been felt on all sides, in approaching 
this subject in which such vital interests are SA up? 
We have acted like the cautious physician who tries 
every simple remedy, invites the co-operation of nature 
by every wooing artifice, before bracing himself and 
his patient to undergo the trying process of thorough 
examination, But the time has come at last when 
health, perhaps life itself depends upon searching out 
the hidden source of disease. Hitherto we have acted 
by the social evil as most of us act when troubled by 
bodily infirmity; we have gone to the physician who 
has promised to rid us of our pains with the least pos- 
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sible amount of personal co-operation on our part; we |ulties. Let him who thinks this the teaching of ascet- 
have avoided the water-cure, with its tiresome bathing, | icism compare the gratification that arises from the con- 
rubbing, exercising and dieting processes and trusted to | scious employment of the benevolent activities with the 
the man who professed to do up the elixir of health in| pleasures obtained by the pursuit of self-enjoyment and 
a neat little pill-box, or a cleanly labelled phial. But| be will be able to judge whether the road pointed out 
our faith in pill-box and phial are daily waxing smaller, | to us by nature is riclier or poorer in pleasure than that 
and our trust in nature is daily growing stronger, and | which man has chosen for himself. It is then to educa- 
we are beginning to be convinced that nature would not | tion that we must look for bringing about the reforma- 
have led us into our present state of confusion and mud- | tiou from which an increase in the sam of human happi- 
dledom if we had only the wit to read her lessons aright. | ness may be reasonably expected. The relations of the 
We are slowly learning to regard the doctor who pre- | sexes lies at the root of all education, because upon these 
tends to cure ills, physical or social, with pills and pow- | relations depends the prenatal, as well as the aute-natal, 
ders, political or other, as little better than a quack. | environment of children. Iu determining the crimi- 
We are getting tired of imperial legislation for the | nality or innocence of any given arrangement which 
regulation of vice, of doctoring divorce laws, made to the shifting opinions of men may at any period sanction 
bolster up unjust marriage laws, of Malthusian teachings | or condemn, we must ask ourselves what is the effect of 
on the one side, and free-love teachings on the other, such and such arrangements on the children born under 
and turn our longing eyes to the great mother, and in-| their influence. For if it be true that the good of each 
terrogate her. And when her-response comes how sim- | human soul is bound up in the good of the whole human 
ple does it sound: How impossible to doubt the truth | family, it is true with the extremest intensity in the 
of the answer. The doctrine of attention to parental relations which exist betweeu parents and children. 
influence, of powers applied to their destined uses only,| Very many suggestions that have been made at the 
of intercourse between the sexes taking place for pro- different epochs of the world’s history, when the hu- 
creation and for no other reason solves at once, in a| man spirit has been stirred to its depths by the pervad- 
perfectly rational and convincing manner the problems | ing sense of failure and widespread misery, from the 
that are perplexing us to-day. It points the way to the | thoughts given to the coming ages by Plato in the 
only sure method of overcoming the social evil, for it |“ Republic » to the vagaries of the founderof the Oneida 
at onee gives the secret of overcoming the tyrant Lust, | Community, have iguored entirely all hereditary influ- 
which grows by what it feeds upon, and is born and | ence of the parents upon the children, taking account 
nurtured in the home of many an offending, though only of such material and secondary considerations as 
unconsciouly offending man of otherwise godly life. It| the provision of food, warmth and shelter to oftspring 
solyes the different problems ot the af ene of the | during the tender years of infancy. Fortunately Nature 
sexes; for where would be the need of the present most | bas been a wiser caretaker of the best interests of her 
mischievous separation with the present most unnatural children than human law-makers, and by the mighty 
and trying union if the desire for children alone de-| power of love has vontrived that the spiritual forces 
termined the formation of a common home; where then | necessary for the formation of an immortal soul 
would be the list of crime and misery arising from | should be present at the conception of at least some of 
jealousy, unwelcome families and inadequate means of children of men. But this ditference to all that con- 
support; for this answer of nature to man’s half despair- | cerns the mental condition of parents becomes conspicu- 
ing cry answers that most urgent of all questions, the | ous When we turn our attention to the judgment passed 
question of population, and answers it in the only reason- | by the world upon those who infringe the unwritten 
able manner that it has yet been answered. For we| laws of social morality. Certain actions are condemned 
cannot misuse our powers for generations, or for long | because they have always been condemned, because they 
years of individual existence and gain control over the | bring the transgressors into conflict with the current 
morality, because they bring misery and disgrace on the 
families of the transgressors and because an indellible 
stain is branded upon innocent children born underthe 
ban of public censure. These may appear at first sight 
sufficiently powerful reasons for keeping men and 
women of ordinarily developed moral perceptious in 
the pathway of virtue marked out by society as the 
“ narrow way,” and that they are sufficient for the nor- 
mally developed moral man and woman is proved by 
the fact that marriages are the everyday atfuirs of social 
life, while the rearing of children by mistresses is hap- 
pily the exception; and this in spite of marriage laws 
earing in certain unhappy cases so hardly on the con- 
ge | tracting parties, especially upon those whose sex has 


had no share in making them, as to be a direct incentive 
_ now steals life into glad thankfulness for | to vicious courses. But these reasons are uot enough 
an existen ce the pleasures that 


to convince the judgment of all. Great and good 
from the exercise of our highest and purest fac-' men have been found so dissatisfied with them that they 
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have thrown over all the inherited experience of cen- 
turies, the prejudices of class, and have become advo- 
gates of measures that the sober senses of lesser men 
have stigmatized as disruptive. These reasons also 
leave fall scope for the sophisms of seducers, See, such 
men argue, no wrong is done by disregarding laws that 
havebeen framed by society undersacerdotal influences for 
‘the promotion of selfish objects; are not two people held 
ther by the strong bands of affection as truly united 
as if some old priest bad joined their bands and mum- 
bled a benediction over them; shall we not show our- 
selves above the narrow prejudices of our time and 
prove our implicit trust in one another by dispensing 
with the worn-out mockery of ecclesiastical sanction, 
Many a poor soul has been led away by such false, 
though plausible, teaching. Many an eminent writer has 
gone perilously near to the euforcement of such pernicious 
teaching. And so we must insist on the real reasons 
for all social regulations that control the intercourse of 
the sexes being kept in view. 

The all sufficient reason for the severe condemnation 
that civilized people puts upon adultery is that it taints 
the source of national life. It renders impure the 
_ parental influences that surround the coming generation. 
Rectadiltcrons intercourse no rightly constituted oft- 


“spring can be born. The mental condition of both 
eee are of necessity unfavorable to the procreation 
of a pure, fearless, faithful human soul, such as society 
needs to carry on the work of human progress. On 
“these robbed rights of a coming generation mankind 
as, instinctively, founded the punishment of sinning 
parents. That the mother has been made to bear the 
est share of blame is easily explained by the half 
sonscions recognition of the factethat woman is spirit- 
ally and morally stronger than man; that woman is 
eminently the guardian of the interests of the 
ning generation, for iuto her hands nature has given 
care of childhood; has intrusted to her prenatal 
e of the human race. Alas that in depriving her 
means of mental and physical development man 
her so ill prepared to discharge her sacred trust. 
man would complain that on her sex has been 
this heavy burden of shame for transgression, 
t is acknowledgment of the important post of 
nature has assigned her, were it not that an 


ption that on her sex rests the duty and 
ng undefiled the sources of national purity, 
and greatuess, and to this instinct we must 
therwise incomprehensible fuct that pitying, 
forgiving woman never excuses, never 
repentance has brought abandonment of 
iof chastity in a woman, There is nothing 
ws of God so fur as we have at present 
em, and we must not allow the thought 
he existing regulations are founded on 


arbitrary will, and not on natural laws that cannot be 

set aside without incurring certain penalties. I do not 

now speak of men-made marriage laws, but of the uu- 

derlying structure of eternal law upon which these laws 

of men are based. Wider knowledge is constantly re- 

vealing to us that those regulations which we have been 

tempted to set aside as the bygone wisdom of an ancient 

law-giver, with which we need concern ourselves, are 

really founded on profound knowledge of human needs. 
The laws of Moses, modern science teaches us, were, at 
least as far as they related to health based upon aceu- 
rate knowledge, and careful attention to conditions 
essential to the maintenance of physical well-being, and 
we learn with reverence, not unmixed with astonish- 
ment, that rules, which we have come to regard as re- 
ligions rites, rather than rites hygienic, would, if faith- 

fully carried out, have saved our populations from the 

scourge of phthisis and kindred diseases. Of course 
reference is here made to the laws respecting the selec- 
tion of certain foods; the scrutinizing examination of 
all animal foods, with the rejection of all animals that 
bore signs of less than perfect health, as unfitted for 
consumption by man; the scrupulous nicety in the 
slaughter of beasts destined to supply nourishment for 
human beings, etc., ete. After ages of dirt and dark- 
ness we have come to regard the Jewish regulations 
with regard to personal cleanliness as rules that are ab- 
solutely necessary for the preservation of health and 
mental elasticity and vigor. Some of our more advanced 
physicians already perceive that the laws laid down for 
guidance in the marriage relations were not dictated 
by a desire to limit legitimate indulgence but were only 
such as are strictly necessary for securing to the woman 
that rest from marital demands which is essential to 
enable her rightly to fulfill her office to the coming 
race, 

As we have clearly recognized guides to healthful 
living, in the old world teachings which our Catho- 
lic forefathers thought they could despise with impu- 
nity, and into which we are struggling back with toil, 
so it may be that those laws which endeavor to secure a 
pure source of being for each succeeding generation, 
by hedging in the virtue of chastity as by a wall of fire, 
and punishing its breach with what appears inhuman 
cruelty, were written in mercy and love, as inflicting a 
smaller aggregate of misery and woe than that which 
the great merciful, but unrelenting mother, inflicts 
when her laws are diregarded ; and if the direst penalty 
of the old Mosaic law were to-day inflicted for the 
breach of chastity, it is impossible to believe that a 
tithe of the suffering would be thereby caused that is 
now borne in silence by the hundreds of thousands of 
victims to lust that the instructed eye of the physician 
sees withering in our midst. Dat we live in an age to 
which milder methods are adapted ; when the forces at 
our command may produce mightier results than those 
to be wrought by the hands of the executioner, or the 
sword of Justice; when throng! the ald but steady 
pressure of public opinion we may cif ct the reformation 
of morals, and raise the standard of virtue till all men 
shall recognize the rights of their children toa heritage of 
strength and nobleness that cau only be obtained from 
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chaste fathersas well as pure mothers, And when we are 
inclined to despair, and when we stand appalled at the 
vice of great cities, at the indifference to the claims of 
humanity, ouly less deadly than vice itself, which 
meets us on every side, let us refresh ourselves by tak- 
ing a glance at the past, and we shall be encouraged to 
see that some progress has been made, that some real 
victories have been won, that shocking as are the crimes 
daily perpetrated against coming generations through 
ignorance or through willful lustfulness, and sad as are 
the sins committed against, innocent children and in- 
cautious youth, yetit is certain gain that these enormi- 
ties do shock, that the majority is on the side of decent 
living that libertinism is compelled to hide its evil deedsin 
darkness, and feels the necessity of wrecking its spite 
on those who tear the veil from its coarse, hideous feut- 
ures, and reveal it in its native loathsomeness to public 

. Darkness isintensest just before thedawn. Theage 
of the Apostles was also the age of incredible corruption, 
When the powers of evil seem to claim mankiud as 
their prey the powers of light assmble with a thousand 
well-tried weapons and wrestle against their wily foes 
till the battle is won. Charles Kingsley says: “ As I 
read history, the most unheroic age which the civilized 
world ever saw was also the most heroic; that the spirit 
of man triumphed most utterly over his cireumstances, 
at the very moment when those circumstances were 
most against him. 

How and why he did so is a question for philosophy 
in the highest sense of that word. The fact of his hav- 
ing done so is matter of history. Shall I solve my own 
riddle ? Then, haye we not heart of the early Chris- 
tian martyrs? Is there a doubt that they, unlettered 
men, slaves, weak women, even children, did exhibit, 

| under an infinite sense of duty, issuing in infinite self- 
sacrifice, a heroism such as the world had never seen 
before; did raise the ideal of human nobleness a whole 
etage—rather say a whole heaven—higher than before; 
and that wherever the tale of their great deeds spread, 
men accepted, even if they did not copy, those martyrs 
as ideal specimens of the human race, till they were ac- 
tually worshipped by succeeding generations, wrongly, 
t may be, but pardonably as a choir of lesser deities? 

But is there, on the other hand, a doubt that the age 

in which they were heroic was the most unheroic of all 
| ages; that they were bred, lived, and died, under the 
most bebasing of materialist tyrannies, with art, litera- 
ture, pakesp y, family and national life dying or dead 
around them, and in cities the corruption of which can- 
not be told for very shame—cities, compared with which 
Paris is the abode of Arcadian simplicity and innocence? 
When I read Petronius and Juvenal, and recollect that 
they were the contemporaries of the Apostles; when— 


to px an instance which scholars, and perhaps, happily, 


scholars. can appreciate—I glance once more at 

: io’s feast, and remember that within a mile of 

at feast St. Paul may have been preaching toa Chris- 
Se pring some of whom—for St. Paul makes 
cret of that strange fact—may have been, ere their 
a, partakers in just such vulgar and bestial 
which were going on in the rich freed- 


I 

| possibility of man’s becoming heroic, even though he 
be surrounded by a bell on earth; no limit to the ca- 
pacities of any human being to form for himself or 
herself a high and pure ideal of human character; and, , 

| without “ playing fantastic tricks before high heaven,” 
to carry ont that ideal in every-day life; and in the most 
commonplace circumstances; the most menial oceupa- 
tions, to live worthy of—as I conceive—our heavenly 
birthright, and to imitate the heroes, who were the 

| kinsmen of the gods. (Charles Kingsley’s “ Health and 

| Education,” p. 226. 1882.) 

We all need the encouragement that such thouglits 
give us, now and then when fits of depression are upou 
| us; the corruption and darkness we see too plainly, but 
| even the eye of faith cannot always penetrate the gloom 
[or note the coming day. But experience of the past 

can teach us to look forward fearlessly to the future. 
| We too have men and women among us, ready, like 
those Christian martyrs, to do all and dare all for hon- 
ors sake. Let us remember that it is seldom the want 
of loyal hearts or strong arms that brings disaster on the 
army, and gives the enemy his advantage, but waut of 
knowledge in the leaders as the best course to pursue. 
To avoid waste of effort, and waste of Ife, it is much 
to be desired that the leaders of the moral reform 
movements,in all countries, would take counsel together 
as to the best means to beudopted for a thorough ex- 
umination of laws and customs relating to marriage, 
concubinage and parentage so that needed reforms 
might be inaugurated which sbould command the alle- 
giance of all right thinking men. Such discussion could 
hardly fail to do good; it would probably aid in the 
creation of a common standard of sexual morality and 
bring about the recognition of the first principles of all 
honorable parentage, wlfich our nineteenth century mar- 
riuges, as well as our nineteenth century debauchery, 
prove to be sorely needed. For until such discussion 
bas taken place, or at least until some common standard 
of virtue is universally recognized as binding on all 
civilized peoples, and binding on both sexes, until a 
sound utilitarian basis can be shown to underlie the reg- 
ulations that control the intercourse of men and women 
we must expect to have the presence of the social evils 
that all deplore. And this not from any inherent bad- 
ness of human nature or from the force of an unguided 
instinct which prompts to reproduction, (we have out- 
grown that), but from youthful iguorance of the im- 
portant issue involved in the right use of the most 
sacred function entrusted to human beings. 


AN ERECT WOMAN—A VISION. 


A woman, erect, superb! Beauty of face only ac- 
cessory to beauty of form, limbs perfection, arms with 
capabilities of curves of scorn; curves of caressing and 
hereulean endurances, bosom as ature in delight fash- 
ioned fair Eve’s ; shoulders fit for such fair company ; 
neck sinuous, graceful; firm head, the crowning of the 
whole ; feet aud hands instinct with life. 

She stood upon the loftiest height of the loftiest 
mountain, against the pale sky—colossal, grand ! 

About her, like an aureole, diffused, was flung and 


ar that, I say, I can put no limit to the! gathered in her strong right hand, a garment so finely 
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‘un of steel, so brightly shot through with golden 
reads, so deftly dewed with diamonds that all—grace- 
ful curves of her Venus waist, all heart-swelled throbs 
_ of bosom were visible, and yet it “clothed ” her “on with 
chastity,” and eo enwrought in pearls within the folds 
Tsaw a name, the fabric-maker's name, and lo! ‘twas 
© Truth!" 
- Lily-belled the letters were, and T remembered the 
_ wise words of a wise man ; 
“ Bear a lily in thy hand, 
Gates of brass cannot withstand 
One touch of that magic wand.” 
open the mountain top was she, as T have said, and 
vet I saw that so broad was the surface there—hills, val- 
leys, meads, cities, and hamlets lured ber along their 
Ways, and the grime strove to soil her garment’s edge; 
bat as it came in contact with its folds the very dust 
` wis commuted into dust of gold that fringed the gar- 
ment with added lustre; cool moss sprung up in every 
‘foot-print left by her feet until the weary highways were 
emerald-slipper-patterned in and out, and thorns that 
strove to tear her, blossomed instead into purple and red, 
and bees came and hummed summer wise about their 
dewy blossoms. And as she passed I saw men kneel 
before her with the light of love and noble passion in 
their eyes, 
They kissed the hands which she smilingly reached 
‘to them and smiling, still permitted them to hold, and 
they arose and walked beside her and lent a hand 
va for help when the path was steep, at which she 


smiled anew, a smile as simple in its sweetness as a 
d child's. 

And women clung to her shimmering robe and tried 
to hide their heart-sick faces in it, but her gentle hands 
bade; instead she wiped the tear-drops from their 
es and dropped upon her knees beside them; held 
a moment to her heart, then raised their faces to 
unlight and behold the tears were dried, and they 
too arose and walked, some near, some far, but all their 
paths lay parallel with hers. 

ain, [saw children lifting little hands and poor 
me rosy-sweet, but oh! with such faint, 
it touch of heaven in their curves, hereditary! and 
jand all were gathered to her generous heart. Their 
ads were drawn as tenderiy within herarmsand lay upon 
art as contentedly ss if each had first lain beneath it, 
ig sweetness of her mother lips lulled them— 
smiles answered theirs, and so she went on 
hile these “ children weeping in the night” no 
t, but the air was all alive with the pulses of 


Oy. » 

eat what to her “the end” might be. 

med so seldom to look heavenward, except it 

rough soul-depths of human eyes, when lo! right 

itcame—a glory ! a mist ! a cloud! sunstruck 

w in the glad dazzle all her graces and her 
x 


wsalem bad descended, and why need 
h: WAITSTILL ALLEN. 


es of another, 


THE ALPHA. 5 


A FEW THOUGHTS FOR WOMEN, 

Dear Auena : Tt would seem as though we should all 
know that intelligence and goodness are the essential ele- 
ments of the foundation of law, We all know that adapta- 
tion of principles to individual need is not fully consid- 
ered and applied in legislation. We know, too, that the 
intuitive perception or woman intellect is needed to fill 
in the chinks and round into perfect symmetry the code 
of laws suited to the whole human family. 

We women of this Republic, filling responsible posi- 
tions in all of the professions where diligence, precision 
and ability is called for, see the necessity for improve- 
ment, and feel it incuntbent upon us as sisters, wives, 
and mothers, to render assistance in bebalf of our Gov- 
ernment. We want less crime, less poverty, less moral 
degradation aud misery, as the result of law. Oursym- 
patbies are with the unfortunate, the destitute, and 
helpless, needing encouragement to help themselves 
through the assistance of just and pure laws. In order 
to bring about such laws woman must give her enter- 
prise, her thought, her atfection, in bebalf of her family 
tie. Her element is needed in our laws to mould the 
the tone, and improve morality and even vigor of 
thought. Our home influence needs a wider range in 
which to do its work. The brothers, husbands, and 
sons are not always what the sisters, wives, and mothers 
could wish, The home influence is not sufficient through 
lack of power disseminated by woman through the 
laws that control generally, 

There is no field of labor where woman is not needed, 
and as she realizes this fact, the law of progress leads 
her onward to perfect the race, meanwhile her thought 
finds its way into the legal codes, erystallized by femi- 
nine representation. 

Women need to counsel together independent of in- 
fluence from the other sex, for it must be borne in mind 
that the great need of humanity is perfected woman- 
hood—the feminine element in its strength and beauty. 
This can only come to her as she studies herself, seek- 
ing for truth as she reaches upward for strength and 
perfection of character. This is her own work in her 
own way, to work out, if need be, in fear and trem- 
bling, looking only to the Divine powers for guidance 
and assistance. 

Iu the near future need we be surprised if our Gov- 
ernment be represented, as two white marble statues 
side by side, man and woman, working together for per- 
fection of law and order? Thus man finding in woman 
his true ** helpmate.” 

For the present, the organization already formed, 
called “The Woman’s Congress,” can stand as a unit 
for action with such changes if necessary as may be 
thought best. It can act as a strong combined 
committee, framing its bills and introducing them by 
legal process as is necessary. By this means the fem- 
inine representative can have a hearing, and her thought 
have its weight and influence immediately. 

Woman’s ability is her right, her enlightened will 
her power, her benevolence and gense of justice authority, 
Hence, she may work for the whole human family with- 


gs are often forgotten when minister-| out let or hindrance, DASAR; 
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THE RIDDLE OF THE SPHINX. 


To THE Eprror or THE Apu: In carefully reading 
your January number I find much that comes to me as 
true, because of my experience and spiritual unfoldment. 
I am a man, yet one who can see both sides of this 
question, and so form a correct opinion as to the real 
merits of the ideas advanced. 

Away back in Egypt, a race, learned and inspired be- 
yond their time, left as their legacy to mankind strange 
figures represented as the body of a lion with the head 
of a woman. These portrayed symbolically the race 
yet to inhabit this planet; as the combination de- 
voutly to be wished of something of all there is in one 
organization. 

Such a man reaching that plane through natural 
degrees would be balanced in body and mind. He 
would have the strength of manhood and yet the 
tenderness of womanhood ; the reason of man and yet 
love of woman. This is the riddle of the sphinx. 

Besides the necessary personal unfoldment, such a 
one must see the extremes of human life and action, 
must know the depths to which blind passion can sink a 
human soul, as well as to what heights lofty, enlightened 
aspirations can lift it. Between all extremes, no matter 
what the point in question, lies the truth—a golden mean ; 
and in the questions you agitate, the rule holds no less 
good than in all else. In all new agitations of thought 
men naturally fly to the extremes, only to be brought 
back again far enough toward the old way to effect a 
harmonious balance between the extreme of their for- 
mer life and the ideal of the new. 

So it was even with that great agitator of buman 
thought, Jesus of Nazareth, who gave an expression of 
an ideal far ahead of the race, that men in reaching out 
for it might attain unto something beyond the old life, 
but not so far beyond that they would go the second 
mile with one who compelled them to go the first, nor 
turn the other cheek when one had been smitten, nor 
give the cloak when the coat is taken, etc. 

We all ned our ideals, something that comes to us 
in the way of embodied and unembodied thought, that 
vane us out of our old selves into the higher life that is 
to be. 

You say there should be no relations between the 
sexes except as the direct outcome of a desire for off- 
spring, and I in return say it is an extreme measure: 
that it is too much to ask of human nature—even a 
divine humanity, and that a middle course is nearer the 
truth in this as in all else, 

I once heard a wonian lecture to men on this subject 
from a woman’s standpoint. She said, among other 
things : “A woman ‘lout desire excess ; learn to wait, 
in imitation of dnub creation, till the woman is ready. 
When you have been away from home and return, don’t 
let your wife see that all yon bring with you is a strong 
desire to free yourself trom that “pent up Utica” within 
you; and lastly, “ there is a periodical time with every 
woman when her busband seems in her eyes like a 
god, and she passes.into relations with him without 
seeming to realize where she is or what she is, only 
that she is supremely happy, and that heaven seems 
not far ott” 


I never forgot her words, uttered to a male audience, 
and, let me say in justice to my own sex, men rose in 
their seats and thanked her, while the venerable Peter 

Jooper lent his presence and his hall for the occasion, 

To reform man we must spiritualize hin, and to do 
this we must enlighten him, for he only sees from his 
own standpoint. We must tell him what to do to be 
saved ; then he must make an effort for his own salva. 
tion, and man and woman both must help him. 

It would be proper for the new disciple of a higher 
life to eat less stimulating food, and, if a drinker, to 
let liquor alone. We do not need meat three times a 
day, as men eat it in cities; it only adds fuel to the 
flames. Next, we must practice self-control, with the 
above methods as an assistance ; and, remembering that 
all women are no more free from ignorance or desire 
than all men, we must have their belp—their avoid- 
ance of all that tends to excite man, their self-control a 
well as his where it is needed. 

Undue passion has been implanted in the race through 
men ignorantly and selfishly continuing attentions during 
gestation. There the seed was sown that was to bear 
fruit when their children came to manhood and woman. 
hood in abnormal passion. 

Only since, with much effort from those who see the 
truth ahead, and much on the part of those who receive 
it, can cure the disease which is sapping the livesof 
humanity and prostituting all that is noble in man aud 
woman to the level of mere animalism. 

It is noble in you as a woman to fling out the banner 
of so lofty and pure a Jife—so grand an ideal. Let us 
hope that those that you encourage to strive afterit 
may reach a nobler manhood, even though they full short 
of the ultimate goal. The Jewish scripture has much 
to say that is important in relation to the affairs of man 
and wife, applicable to-day as then; and if I mistake not, 
they, as a race, live up to this standard of morals, even 
in the present time. A despised race they seem, but 
man can learn from them what he most needs to imi- 
tate as regards the sanctity of the family life. 

But I have said enough for a first letter. May God 
and man alike speed you in your work. 

W. J. 0, 


CONTRASTED CONDITIONS OF HOME. 


Many speculations and theories are entered into in 
the present day relative to the education of boys. Who 
will say the home is not the place to lay the foundation 
of the character of the coming man—noble or ignoble— 
as the precepts and examples of the father give bias! 

The father who treats the mother ot his son as only 
a thing to cook, wash, mend, and keep his house for their 
comfort, and begins at an early age to tell that son in 
the presence of her who bore him, that he canuot live 
with his mother, showing disrespect by his own harsh 
and cruel language to her because she desires to instruc! 
her only child, a uoble boy, as only a mother can—tell 
that son that no house is large enongh for two families 
—continue these reiterations until he becomes a mat, 
always interfering between him and his loving mother 
disrespecting her judgment, never conversing with het, 
crushing, crushing the tender feelings of that dear out, 
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is it tobe wondered at that when this son seeks a compan- 
ion, she should prove the contrast of that loving mother, 
and prove that what the father said was true, that they 
cannot live together? Not because that mother has 
wronged her son, but because the father’s jealous dis- 
position proved him to be the dog in the manger ; and, 
be to-day, is looked upon as on equal rights man. 
Strange equality ! 
Reader, this is no fancy sketech—it is drawn from real 
life. I would that it were a solitary home of its kind. 
Society wonld boast of purer morals to-day. The other 
side of the picture is in stong contrast. By precept and 
exaniple, the husband, always seeking co-operation with 
his wife, making the son feel that his mother is first, last, 
and ever to beremembered, never to beignored,and when 
he begins to talk of leaving home, let the parents make 
him feel that that home will only be complete with the 
addition of his choice, and let the father say to him 
and t it that when his mother is in the decline of 
life, it will be his filial duty to look to her comfort, to 
the comfort of them both, and care for her as she cared 
forhim when he could not care for himself. Where, 
reader, is the son, think you, who would bring into that 
family, one who would disregard that loved and loving, 
care-worn, toil-worn mother? They would dwell in 
harmony together. PAM, 


TRULY JUST LAWS—THEY HAVE NEVER BEEN TESTED—ALL 
THE LEADING NEWSPAPEBS AND CAPITALISTS NOW OPPOSE 
THEM—THE REASON WHY. 

‘True liberty can only result from a system of laws that will 

_ continually tend to render a fair share of earth’s bounties in 

for a fair share of useful service. 

d The worthy and industrious are enslaved by land monopoly 

and the consuming power of interest on money. Just think of 

R At the moderate rate of six per cent. per annum the in- 

come from a hundred thousand dollars, per day, including Sun- 

days, is $16.44, while at one per cent. the daily income would be 
uced to $2.74, So we see the sacrifice the rich, who help us, 
must be willing to make, 

If our laws limited land ownership to a reasonable amount, 

sud permitted Government to loan money on it tothe extent of 

abalf or one-third its cash value, as cheap (one per cent.) as it 

a loans to the national bankers, there would be no lack of 

_ Work in America at double the present rates of pay, thus giving 

the industrious power to freely consume as well as to produce. 

Farm and all other products required for daily use would 

peers Mealy market at fair prices. Mortgages due would 

D with the money hired at one per cent., and thus many 

d for would be saved. In towns and cities, old 

( uctures on valuable land would give place to better 

ings. ‘Taxes made high by borrowing money for necessary 
ments would be pany, reduced. 

) gain these rights of ‘life, liberty, and the pursuits of 

+” the people must take the work in hand themselves. 

onmidor f e fact that all the leading newspapers in 

are Pangea capitalists whose interest lie in 

ing capital double as often as poratna by high percentage, 

all see what a power is against us. ‘Their line of action is 

‘only vague allusions to any measure or system likely 

mge ire nt order of things, 

part of the situation is that the producing 
apers Which are doing all in their power 
to earn a competency. Moreover, all 
sant as a she al 
and so nto line w. e 

york against themselyes and the best 


—From American Liberty. 
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A PLEA FOR MOTHERLESS GIRLS. 

There has been a mother’s yearning in my heart for 
motherless girls. I ache to win their confidence to ad- 
vise, to encourage, to criticise affectionately, as only a 
mothercan. Especially do I feel for the homeless girls of 
large towns and cities, working day by day for a decent 
appearance—seldom more than food and clothes. Such 
as most need help are hard toreach. Societies (whose re- 
ports may contain details) are obnoxious to most proud 
young spirits. The only way to reach them that can 
be seen clearly now, is to go or send into each work 
shop, each store, each factory, some Christian mother to 
work with them, to gain their affections, to sympatize 
with aches, be they of the head or heart; to plan pleasant 
evenings and good suppers in her rooms, where she may 
show it is possible for several girls to have a real home 
together; to learn a little housekeeping,a little cooking— 
a tew wifely accomplishments, against the day when Mr. 
Rightchapcomesalong, An evening-a-week sewing-club, 
carried on not by charitables of higher social plane, but by 
themselves, when cheery chatof fashions and the stitch 
in time to save a nice garinent from destruction, or the 
turning or cleaning and making over, make pleasant 
that which alone would be almost impossible for tired 
brain and fingers. Are there not some strong souls who 
will reach out a saving hand to homeless, motherless 
girls, who will strive to inspire in them some desire to 

now a home life, to be fed, not merely to keep alive, 
to learn the necessary lessons t» constitute them help- 
meets indeed for the coming one man of all others to 
them, to reach the true womanliness that lies under 
many a seemingly light behavior, and lead a soul safe 
into eternity ? G. R. E, 


ANOTHER VIEW OF THE QUESTION. 

In the question of moral reform it seems to my mind 
the question of limitation of offspring is a very much 
overdrawn factor. Knowing all that comes to an over- 
burdened mother of a dozen children in as many years, 
knowing the temptation to escape, by murder if ueed 
be, knowing the theory that parents have no right to 
bring to life more children than they can feed, clothe, 
and educate, knowing the cry among our best people, 
so-called, against the filling up of our country with 
the multitudes—swarms of the lower classes—knowing 
the one or two children of nine of every ten of these 
limitating parents seldom amount to mediocrity, if they 
live to maturity; knowing that struggling lives of 
many whose sole riches are their children, result in giv- 
ing to the world its best men and women, we say 1s it 
a moral reform deliberately to enter upon the sort of 
life led by so many who refuse to become parents ? In 
the sight of man, in the theory, it may seem so; but, 
after all, is it a purer life than that led by those who 
accept the children to whom God gives life, and strive 
to train them for his work on earth? Why do not these 
good people raise good men and women to fill their 
places? Look around you ; is it lack of courage, mere 
physical courage, or is it a setting up of a superior 
moral code to that taught by Solomon, or of a law, the 
execution of which brings for eternity a better reward 
than that accorded to “the pure in heart?” 

G. R. E. 


THE ALPHA. [FEBRUARY 1, 1886) 


—— = = = = ee 
IS NOT THIS PAPER NEEDED? WON'T YOU TAKE IT |her care, leading them gently into paths of wisdom guj 

AND CIRCULATE IT? making the acquisition of knowledge a pleasure rather 

errr re Da AAAren: than a wearisome labor. The design is good, but the 


Subscriptions: X 7 A . 
The Alpha is published on the first day of each month, by the Moral Education So- writer shows signs of InNexpenence and does not tell the 
story with as much effect as the plot deserves, 


ciety of Washington, D. C. and can be obtained of newsdealers, or will be sent at the 
following rates: 

One year - - - - - $1.00 

Six months, = . - - 50 cents. 


We welcome to our list of exchanges The Philanthro 
pist, published monthly in New York and edited by onr 
friends Aaron M. and Annie Rice Powell. Ite object 
is “ the promotion of social purity, the better protection 
of the young, the suppression of vice, and the preven. 
tion of its regulation by the State.” This isa good work 
and there is much of it for willing hands, pleasing 
tongues and ready pens to do. God bless their labor 
with fruition and their lives with happiness. 


Advertisements 

The Alpha having a large circulation, and being of a suitable size for binding, Is a 
good medium for advertisements, which will be inserted at the following rates : 

One square, (space equal to six lines nonpareil,) first insertion one dollar; each sub- 
sequent insertion, fifty cents. : 
Correspondence: 

Letters consisting of personal opinions should be not more than half column in length 
Letters containing important facts or interesting matter may sometimes be longer. 

All communications, books for review, &c., should be addressed to Caroline B, Win- 
slow, Editor of “ The Alpha,’ No. 1 Grant Place, Washington, D. C. 


PAID FOR. 


We send THE ALPHA to no one unless it is paid for, and we 
discontinue it at the expiration of the time for which payment 
has been made. Persons receiving it who have not subscribed 
for it may be sure that it has been sent and paid for by a friend, 
or neighbor, and that no bill will ever be presented for it. 


Bx or good cheer, the world moves in the right di- 
rection too. Evidence: In the city of New York is 
published a monthly bearing the title Zhe Cloak, Suit 
and Ladies’ Wear Review, which, as this heading indi- 
cates, is devoted to fashion and the fashions in dres. 
It has attained its fourth year and a half, and has, ina 
most praiseworthy spirit, opened in the December num- 
ber a Rational Dress Department, with our friend, Mrs. 
Celia B. Whitehead, as editor, who is the acknowledged 
leader of American dress reform, Her salutatory is 
bright and sensible, as she always is; followed by a 
able article from Mrs. E. M. King, President of the 
Rational Dress Association of London, and another 
witty paper from the Chicago Current by Prof. David 
King. The January number contains another able 
article from Mrs. King and one from Mrs. Whitehead. 
We had hoped to have found room in the February 
ALPHA for at least one of these, but will hardly be able 
to find room for more than extracts. But sometime 
our readers shall have the pleasure of reading them in 
our paper. In the meantime, if they cannot wait for 
these good things, let them send $2.00 for a year’s aul- 
scription to The Cloak, Suit, and Ladies’ Wear Revie, 
696 Broadway, New York, and get these excellent 
articles entire at first hand, and know that we are march- 
ing on in a sensible reform.—[Ep, 
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Tue annual convention of the National Woman's 
Suffrage Association will be held in Washington, D. C., 
February 17th, 18th and 19th, Talented speakers from 
abroad will take part in the discussions, and a useful and 
interesting treat is in prospect. 


Tue third volume of the History of Woman’s Suf- 
frage is completed, and the three talented compilers, 
Miss Anthony, Mrs. Stanton and Mrs. Gage, liberated 
from their labor, will be ready to disperse wit and wis- 
dom to their hearers, of which they have such large 
abundance. 


Mr. WILLIAM Sreap has served his term of unjust 
imprisonment (three months) and is now at liberty to 
proceed with his editorial conduct of the Pall Mill Ga- 
zette, and should he be so unfortunate as to discover any 
new social villany or any hidden den of vice, and dare 
to speak for the safety and protection of little girls, let 
him beware of another three months’ incarceration, 
O, Justice! O, Righteousness! What fantastic games 
are played in thy name. 


WE ARE requested to notice that besides a department 
of hygiene aud heredity the Woman's Christian Tem 
perance Union have added a department for the promo- 
tion of social purity, co-operating with the White 
Cross Army. The letter containing this request was 
accompanied by a circular issued by the W. C. T U, 
justly eulogizing Mrs. Josephine E. Batler and Alice 
Hopkins, of England, who have devoted many yearsof 
work in the repeal of the Contagious Diseases acts of 
their country, and Mrs. Abbie Hopper Gibbons, Aaron 


Tue Lucky Watr,a story dedicated “To the Mothers and 
Elder Sisters of our Land.’, By Ellen E. Kenyon. Fowler 
& Wells, publishers. 

This is a healthy, pleasing story of a teacher's effort 
to look after the best interest of the little ones under 
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and Annie Rice Powell for their labors to prevent im- 
moral legislation, which seeks to make vice safe and re- | 
spectable under the protection of law in the United | 
States. 

But they ignore the fifteen years’ moral education | 
work and the ten and a half years’ ALPHA voice, which 
has given forth no uncertain sound, and has opened the | 
way through a wilderness of darkness, ignorance, and 
deadly silence on social questions for this army of women 
to walk in. We have struck the bed-rock of social | 
sufferings and wrongs. The W. C. T. U. have followed | 
oor lead, with a department of hygiene and heredity, 
but they seem very reluctant to recognize our labors, | 
even while soliciting our aid. This is, and has always| 
been, the habit of the timid reformers. They will fol- 
low a great way off without daring to acknowledge the 
course of the gentle impetus they have received, so 
those that do the hardest work, those that clear the 
forest, till the ground, dig, and plow, and plant, are 
always forgotten. 

“Patience, weary heart!” Do not lay aside your 
pioneer’s axe, nor think to drop the burden of unrec- 
ognized toil, lest the pack you drop from your shoulders 
should block the way or cbstruct the vision of the par- 
tially blind or obscure the rays of light that are strug- 
gling through rifts in the Chinese wall of ignorance and 
darkness, which engulf our race. These feeble rays 
pow reach the optics of half-open lids, and in their 
bewilderment think this glimmering is only for them- 
selves and their specially-favored work, not yet dream- 
‘ing of the vast fields of light and exhaustless love and 
bliss that our Father has in store for those that have 
grown to full estate and have the courage to receive the 
fullness of the gospel of freedom. 

So, courage, tired heart. They are coming, this army 
of women, “500,000 strong,” slowly coming. They 
have a Moses, who will finally ascend Mt. Pisgah, and 
view the promised, after forty years’ wandering 
in the wilderness. . 

Patience, weary heart, “cast not away, therefore, 


your confidence, which hath great recompense and re- 
ward” 


give a part of a very precious letter to our readers 


labors for the young, that they enter upon life’s 
rell prepared, armed, and equipped with wisdom 
ll be a lamp to their feet. The writer is a 
uerless girl, having the care of three younger 
that she is guiding to a pure and happy life. 
other sweet, pure souls who are laboring for 


the good of those in their midst. These happy witnesess 
are our “recompense and reward,—Ep. 
Dec. 27,1885. 

My Dear Dr. Wrystow: Your kind letter of the 15th was 
duly received. Since then my indignation has been aroused by 
reading ‘** Edgeworth’s’’ contemptible letter in the Monthly. 
L was not aware how completely your teaching had changed and 
converted my thought until I read his sentiments Of course 
you have not the leisure to hear what I think of them. I dare 


| say the whole letter gives me a faint idea of all you have had to 


lacerate your feelings before your paper was established on such 
a firm basis. 

When I first heard of THE ALPHA in March, ’85 I think I 
have indistinct recollections of seeing that a Rabbi was an occa- 
sional contributor, I should be most happy to get some of his 
writings, and will send stamps if you have them to part with. 

Since 1 saw my first copy of your paper, in March, it has done 
mo efor my education than parents or governesses ever did. It 
has been the means of making me spend my spare money in 
books ; these books, especially ** For Girls,’ has made me more 
economical in dress and independent of the prevailing fashions. 
Tue ALPHA has certainly been my best teacher in all things : it 
helps me to better understand the Scriptures, it gives me an ele- 
vated opinion of the human race, and shows me what latent possi- 
bilities are within my own being; it bas made me to see the whole 
world differently, and given mea strong desire to help my sister 
woman. It has made me charitable in my views, especiall. 
towards women who are deceived, and to drunkards’ wives and 
daughters. The ductrine of heredity—something entirely new 
to me—has forced me to see how necessary it is to curb, conquer. 
and forget all that is selfish and impatient in my nature, and to 
make every effort daily to improve all that is good in my dis- 
position. 

I sincerely hope some of the ladies whose names I sent von 
will subscribe. 

Would it be possible for me to attend the meeting of the Moral 
Educational Society ? I would love to g : up to Washington for 
a few days if I can gain admittance to the meeting (free.) 
Papa will think | am on wild goose chase, so I wont have much 
money to spend. I have been wishing fur a long time to organ- 
ize a little literary society in the village, two miles from my 
home, but scarcely know how to go about it. I thinkif I at- 
tended a women’s meeting once I would know just what to do. 

I remember you in my pravers. Ever yours gratefully. 

MARYLAND. Cc. Cc. W, 


Tue “ Medical Era,” published by Gross & D-l- 
bridge, and edited by Drs. Gross and Guatchel, Chicago, 
is an ably-conducted monthly. It had through several 
issues a series of papers on “Women in Medicine,” by 
Beta. They are exceedingly interesting and most re- 
freshing in their crisp tone of justice and liberality, aud 
are a credit to both author and publisher. All women 
should honor them for thus recognizing the status of 
women in the profession, and gratefully accept the meed 
of praise offered for what they have accomplished for 
science and humanity against such great difficulties, 
hardships and prejudices, stemming the current of cus- 
tom and popular thought. 

The following is the appreciative style in which “Beta” 


courage workers to press forwarl and not cease| judges THE ALPHA—its aims, and objects—in the eighth 


paper, January 7th. It is a very graceful tribute from 
one woman to another, aud is most gratefully received, 
Although the types head the article “By Caroline 
Brown Winslow, which we correct and think our readers 
will not need our denial of its authorship or any con- 
nivance in its construction—[Kp.] 
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In September, 1875, she became the editor and 
prietor of Tue Arrana, a monthly journal devotal 

If we have interpreted the undertone of this lady’s the improvement of the human race through a pare 
life mission aright, it rings out pure and clear for the | Paternity, and through a scientific understanding of py. 
higher grade of living, which first announces lofty ideals natal laws, including all the Operating influences Whi 
and then advocates the practical atility of living up to Seema Eee a bear upon: ‘the potenta 
them. Judging from her published utterances in Tue 7 Spear 

ALPHA, wooden. Tana <a credits with its full value h ar has AE her naar bik hy -a Hen, raem 

the dynamic power of thought, and throws the weight aan i Soh ree c Stee Spee di pots vith oe fe 

of her influence in the scale of renovating, purifying, | 5° fon belie Deal fo itt tthe ib JADE 
and recreating public thought currents, especially on Sait EUW a BAO TORE Wee see eh 29 pracne acon; 
that vital question to the coming race, the problem of Sp eae PVEN pompi ey a Spe ke 
how to be born witk more of the angel incorporated in ri I RP ee h ; fe aes E thi pi i id Poe 
human nature than its opposite. how to make the strug- |‘ epee att ron ae cee F : ee 5. Bea 

le leas severe between the attendant good and evil |®P® COV thom WIL bhe apray OL 8: tO 

emon which, according to olden mythos, set out with > 
every child of earth on its journey of life. No subject 
pertaining to expression on the physical plane could in- 
volve deeper scientific considerations. 

Dr. Winslow looks upon the question in all its com- 
prehensive importance, in this light; and the quantity 
of vigorous, wholesome thought generated by her re- 
garding it, is of itself no small factor toward attaining 
the desired end. She touches the key-note of all philos- 
ophy, destined to live, in her devout belief that the 
State, the body politic, if it is ever to be pure, can only 
become so through the purity of the individuals on which 
it rests. The State is simply an aggregation of fam- 
ilies, and in the family, harmony and justice can be se- 
cured only through spiritual equity. It therefore fol- 
lows that spiritual equity is the most practical and 
utilitarian of all desired things to possess. 

The mistake which the superficial thinker has made, 
and is constantly making, in his mental survey of his 

hysical environment, is the wide separation which he 
imagines between spiritual dynamics and the existent 
physical state of things, He doesn’t see that one is the 
outcome of the other, A mental mirage dislocates the 
natural relation of objects and obscures from his vision 
the most central truth of all the universe. Until this 
truth can be understood and take root in human action, 
the humanitarian soul will still continue to veil itself 
in mourning. 

It is much for a woman, occupying a position of 
honor and influence, to make herself felt as taking this 
attitude towards human affairs. Yet this, if we have 
correctly registered the vibrations of her life-work, may 
be justly accorded to Dr. Caroline B. Winslow. 

e world says to the biograpner, “ We want some- 
thing of your subject’s life; how did she get where she 
is? what were her first steps, and how did she go for- 
ward in the midway ascent ?” 

O World! O foolish world! when will you discover 
that the most important and underlying fact concerning 
all subjects is the spiritual power resi within them- 
selves ! 

Here follows a biographical sketch and a running his- 

of some of our achievements, professionally all of 
which would not read well in Tae AtpHa—tEp. 

Provided this lever is of the right metal, give them a 
piee neces to stand, and they will raise you,*O 

orld! 


WOMEN IN MEDICINE. 
CAROLINE BROWN WINSLOW, M. D. 


Mrs E. P. W. Packarp formulated the following 
emancipation act, which, when introduced into the Ge 
ifornia Legislature, was supported by J. W. Marti, 
the present Governor of Kansas. Mrs, Packard ba 
suffered much from the enforcement of unjust lum, 
giving her husband power over her person, ke. Ba 
death has at last loosened her bonds. Rey. Mr, Pa. 
ard died December 19, 1885, at Marston, Ill. but then 
are still many lives suttering from unjust restrictions ly 
enforcement of the law. This bill ought to be pasel 
by the United States Congress and become the lawof 
the land. Eb. 


“ A bill to place married women on a legal equality mit) 
their husbands. 
“ Be it enacted, ete. 

“Sec. 1. That henceforth woman shall retain th 
same legal existence and legal personality after marriage 
as before marriage, and shall receive the same prois- 
tion of all her rights, as a woman, which her hoshaal 
does, as a man ; and for any injury sustained to her rej 
utation, person, property, character, or any natural right 
she shall have the same right to appeal, in her owi 
name alone, to the courts of law or eqnity, for redrei 
and protection that the husband has to appeal inh 
own name alone; provided, this act shali not confe 
upon the wife a right to vote or hold office, except ass 
otherwise provided by law. 

“ Sec. 2, All laws or portions of laws inconsistent 
with the foregoing are hereby repealed.” 


A SENSIBLE MOVEMENT. 


The public generally may not be aware of the fut 
that in nearly every State and Territory in this Unie 
a married woman is, in law, the mere chattel of ber hu 
band, having uo rights and no more personality thu 
an ox or a horse. 

By marriage her identity has been merged and 
in that of her husband, so that forever after, while 
continues in the married state, she is, in the eyes of th 
law, a nonentity. She ceases to be a distinct pe 
like an unmarried woman, surrenders her personality, 
and becomes legally the vassal, the exclusive pro 
of her husband, without property rights, without 
right of maternity, without personal liberty, without 
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of conscience; in short, without any natural or| The credit of inaugurating this reform is solely due 


right 
legal rights, she having lost those at the moment of her 


This is the legal status of married women in nearly 
all the States and Territories of this Union. ) 
Socially, a married woman is the equal of her husband | 
in this country and in England, but legally she is his| 
slave, having no more legal rights than bis horse. He) 
owns and controls her, be can dictate whut she thinks, 
what she believes, and what she shall do. He ean dic- 
tate ber food, her dress, her occupation, her conduct; 
he can, in brief, use her as he uses any other piece of 
rty. He bas, as her husband, a legal right to do 
ja, and she, under the law, has no redress, no remedy. 
That this state of things does uot exist in fact is due 
more to the gallantry and affection of American hus- 
‘bunds than to mayining else. That the autocratic power 
on the part of the husband is not generally exercised in 
this country is simply because American husbands are 
the best—the most affectionate, the most tender, the 
_ test considerate husbands in the world. 
‘Bot nothwithstanding all this, the fearful exercise of 
the pan is a possibility, and in several instances 
within the last twenty years it has been wielded to the 
sorrow of some wives whose sad history we are familiar 
with. Now in all schemes and movements inaugurated 
inthis country to ameliorate the condition of woman, 
‘the dreadful possibilities alluded to have never been con- 
idered,and no effort has ever been made by any female 
reformer to remedy these evils, The advocates of female 
affrage, in their zeal to give women the ballot, have 
filed to consider the fact that a married woman with 
ballot is no better off than she is without the ballot. 
Por the same power that controls her conscience, her 
personal liberty, her property, her right of maternity, 
god all her other natural rights, can legally and just as 
completely control her ballot, so that she can be com- 
pelled to vote as he, aud not she, pleases, Suffrage 
“would not, therefore, in the least improve her condition. 
‘The ballot may be an advantage to unmarried women, 
but it is of no earthly good to married women under 
cumstances. The ballot would not invest a mar- 
d woman with a single right. Giving the ballot to 
ied women in all our States and Territories would 
giving the negro slave, before the war, the right 
le, The ballot in the black man’s hand, before he 
uncipated, would not have helped him any. It 
Aa other hand, have increased the power of 
the master, who would have had absolute control of his 
yote. To make the suffrage available to the ne- 
de be free; and then, und not till then, 
be of any uve to him. 
ly the same thing is true of married women. 
hey are emancipated, until they are legally re- 
o all the rights and privileges of citizenship, the 
worth the paper it is printed on for them. 
declaring woman’s identity was first passed 
are of Washington Territory; next by 
Oregon, And it is now proposed to 
e, at its coming session, to follow suit, 
one of the most sensible and feasible 
ents of the age and world. 


sa y>< 


to Mrs. Packard, of Illinois, who, by her own personal 
efforts, has already secured the passage of this identity 
act in some of the States aud Territories, and who pro- 
poses to stand by this movement nutil it is adapted in 

every State in the Union. Blessings from all the wives 

and mothers of America should rest upon the head of 

this noble woman. Jous W. MARTIN, 

Atchison, Kansas. 

SHALL ALCOHOL BE KING? 

A prominent lecturer said to me, “ There seems to me 
no question but that the opponents of prohibition have 
all the logic on their side,” Not admitting this, I still 
see much seeming plausibility in many of their argu- 
ments. Thus has it ever been with the defenders of 
any established law or custom, no matter how firmly it 
may have found its root in ignorance or snperstition ; 
no matter how inconsistent the workings may have been 
with human happiness, Wherever kingeraft has found 
a foothold on earth, there has been found men of talent 
in long-winded debate to defend the God-given rights 
of kings. Wherever the people have been oppressed by 
a despot there have we found men ready to lay down 
life itself in defense of a monarchical form of govern- 
ment, even though by so doing they confirmed the com- 
pact that made them servants forever. 

Yet ever from beneath the throne of kings and ty- 
rants have come the ominous murmurs aud protests of 
the wronged and down-trodden. Human hearts can- 
not be crushed with impunity. Justice cannot always 
be fettered by ignorance. The sweet, low voice of in- 
tuition that first awoke in human hearts an aspiration 
for liberty hath awakened a grand anthem that shall 
swell and reverberate through every land, unil every 
throne shall totter and fall and kingeraft be a monster 
of the past. Yet, more cruel than all other tyrants is 
King Alcohol. No other despot ever so interfered 
with individual freedom; noue ever so ignored all hu- 
man interests and rights. Tu vain does the voice of the 
mother rise in protest against the laws and customs 
which rob her of her children. [u vain do our wives 
and sisters ery out against the invasion of the sacred 
precincts of home, From our legislative halls, fraught 
with unseemly jests, comes the sanction shat crowns 
King Alcohol lord of all. When four millions of hu- 
man beings were held in slavery in our land, how logi- 
cal the arguments of its defenders! Its abolition was 
unconstitutional, It was in opposition to the will of 
Providence, for had not God said, “ slaves, submit your- 
selves to your masters,” 

The slaves were pronounced unqualified to care for 
themselves. Both State sovereignty and individual 
rights would be involved if the North interfered with 
slavery. If a man’s household be not free from legal 
interference, how could we sustain the sacredness of 
home? 

Plausible and half true, as many of the arguments 


were, there still rolled up from the agonized hearts of 


the people a cry of pleading that would not be stilled 
by such sophisms. Justice demanded retribution, Hu- 
manity claimed a hearing, and protested against the 
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vile law which said: “ No slave has any rights which 
the white man is bound to respect.” And all over our 
land, in every hamlet and village, at every fireside arose 
those who, with throbbing heart aud flashing eye, and 
with an eloquence born of a deep sense of wrong, de- 
manded equity and justice for all mankind regardless 
of the colorof their skin. Slavery was a great curse; this 
we all acknowledge now. But it was time-honored and 
had a strong foothold in our nation. Its uprooting cost 
us dearly both North and South. 

* Not painlessly doth God recast 

And mould anew a nation.” 

Whatever opposes human progress or prevents human 
happiness must, in the Divine order of things, pass away. 
But shall we sit idly, carelessly by and see a like 
slavery forge its chains anew for the youth of our land? 
Shall we, at the dictation of greed and avarice, submit 
to have our nation ruled by the liquor power? Isit 
consistent with a republican form of government that, 
when a great wrong is complained of by the people, 
they be refused the privilege of dictating by vote how 
it shall be disposedof? Granting, for the sake of argu- 
ment, that “prohibition does not prohibit,” &c., have 
we aright to say that it shall not be submitted to a vote 
of the people? If “prohibition does not prohibit,” 
why the dread alarm in the whiskey camp? why the 
lynching and burning in effigy of temperance agitators? 

From whom comes the vehement protests against in- 
terference with the liquor trafic? From the brewers, 
distillera, saloon-keepers, and third-rate politicians. 
Their arguments are founded in selfish greed. Heed- 
less of the pain and woe caused by their unholy traffic, 
they press forward to attain their unholy ends. Bat 
let them beware! forthe temperance wave is gathering 
in force. It jsaugmented daily by the inflowing-tide of 
an awakened and enlightened humanity; and the day 
is near at hand when its power shall sweep from our 
fair earth the last vestige of the liquor traffic. For that 
day let every true lover of humanity work and fear 
not. Eva BARNES. 


CORRESPONDENCE WITH A HINDOO PUNDIT, 


The article in the November Arrua which Gopal 
Vinayak Joshee refers to, spoke of his saying in his 
lecture before the San Francisco Teachers’ Institute, 
“That they would be more of a blessing to themselves, 
the world and their husbands if they were uneducated 
instead of educated, ignorant instead of intelligent.” 

This seems rather a strange sentiment to utter to an 
audience almost entirely composed of educated women, 
and still further, considering that he is the husband of 
an educated India lady, who is now a student in the 
Women’s Medical College of Philadelphia. 

This explanation does not seem to explain; still, being 
a foreigner, he may not use English words to satisfac- 
torily explain himself. 

e give these letters to our readers as of interest 
from a cultivated mind that has excited attention as he 
has journeyed through the country.— | Ep. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., January 5, 1886. 


To the Editor of The Alpha : 


Dear Str: Please excuse my impertinence in thus 


addressing you. Iam told that Tur ALPHA is entirely 
conducted by women. But the person who fights for 
individual rights is called a Squire. Am [not then jus 
tified in using that term when addressing a lady? A 
friend of mine bas brought to my notice an able article 
published in your issue of November last, in which I 
am represented to have been antagonistic to the eleva. 
tion of women in general, and held up as a follower of 
Mahomet. On reading it I simply burst into laughter 
and declared that in the nineteenth century, and under 
the very nose of the person, such false reports have been 
circulated with impunity and audacity from one end of 
the world to the other ; and yet in the course of time 
they all will be historical facts borne testimony to 
by thousands of men and women. Such is the height 
of ignorance and superstition that a false thing is be. 
lieved to be true. If ever there was a man who advo- 
cated the equality of sexes, if ever there was a man 
who maintained independence for women, it is the wri- 
ter of this letter. He has derived no benefit from wo- 
man in sharpening his intellect or revising his writings 
He was, he is, and he always will be, an ignorant man 
as he goes fighting for her rights. He does not believe 
that by educating and elevating woman he will bea 
whit better, more enlightened and refined. No, he does 
not depend upon woman for his onward progress, nor 
does he ask her to depend upon him for her elevation 
and enlightenment. Each sex is born independent of 
the other. Man by subjugating woman subjugate: 
himself, and thus becomes a slave to somebody else. 1, 
therefore, want no woman to be my slave or make me 
her slave. He who usurps woman’s rights, liberty and 
freedom, falls victim to all kinds of roguery and strata- 
gem. But I said this much before the Teachers’ Insti- 
tute in San Francisco, that if woman wanted to be 4 
wife or mother (slaye in her own cobweb) she needs no 
education such as reading and writing. ‘This my belief 
is being daily strengthened by observations in this coun: 
try. A so-called educated woman is far worse than au 
illiterate one, An illiterate woman assails her tyrant 
like a lioness, but an educated one is merely a laughing: 
stock on the stage. She cannot stand erect ; she can- 
not face a man ; every motion of her limbs is like that 
of a dog wagging his tail before his muster. Shame to 
her education and propriety of conduct. An iguoraut 
woman is more manly and impressive. If women ar 
taught to be slaves, dependent on the bounty of man, 
their education simply converts them into family dancing 
girls and songstresses and mushroom beds for their hus 
bands, who otherwise would have sought these things 
elsewhere. Iam for real independence of woman. She 
must not be educated to become a wife or mother, as 
that position can be obtained without going to any ex- 
pense, mental, physical, or pecuniary. Let her stand 
aloof from man until he relinquishes his manly spirit 
and form; let her maintain her dignity, so as to do 
away with all outward distinction of sex. Woman is 
not enslaved by man, but in endeavoring to conquer 
him she has fallen into a trap she had laid for hin 
Both have thus got entangled and are likely to be 
choked to death if they don’t realize their individual 
position to advantage. 


pany t, 1886.) 


that there might be no visible distinction of 
iene uniform dress for both. License and lewd- 
‘oes the parents of civilization, introduced sexual cos- 
Ss ind made conspicuous divisions between mun 

Woman thus became a marketable arti- 
more gaudily dressed in silk and satin, and 


— 


r and praise. Why does she then tind 
thman? He pays for his comfort, convenience, 


‘Woman never shall become independent unless she 
ms her attractive costumes and fascinating gestures, 
i a uniform non-descriptive of sexes. Either 
ild change his dress for that of woman, or 
un for that of man. Both boys and girls should 
tely be brought up. What nonsense that a 
l know the cause of his sister’s dress being 
from his own, when in outward form and shape 
are alike! Distinction of sexes in costume 
cious. The sooner it is done away with the 
for the advocates of THE ALPHA. 

With these remarks I beg your leave to conclude, 
ing that you will not again misrepresent me as the 
wer of Mahomet or Christ. I am a pure and 


~ Yours, respectfull 
i $ GOPAL VINAYAK JOSHEE. 
u Vinayak JOSHEE: 
Drar Sta: We thank you for your communication 
e ith. Tam glad to be set right about your faith. 
ild not like to be called a Mohammedan either, if 1 
“pure and simple heathen.” But your other 
‘of correction are not so clear, as you confess to 
ing conviction that education is not necessary for 
mother, but that “she would be a better 
ther if she was ignorant of even reading 
* Neither is it necessary that a man should 
d that a man may become a husband and a 
the cabins of the illiterate are pro- 
ded with offspring. If it is quantity and 
you look for in children, in that case 
ould do as well or better than wives or 
‘Then why spend so much time and money’ 
a knowledge of art or science or the 


m the dress of a fashionable lady—a 
sharp, and in the main deser ved. 
more refined expression than you 
be or hit an intellectual matron, 
mind, and know in this city, 
ES ound in every city and town in 

This one has been a life companion 
has conducted the education of 
prepared three of them for 


THE ALPHA. 


woman who first asked man to cover his! 


"3 


calm and dignified in her manners, with a modest esti. 
mate of her acqnirements and worth, while her heart 
overflows with kindness and affection. This is the type 
of American womanhood we hope you will tind oppor. 


| tunity to study while you remain with us. 


The sons of this mother are well developed, healthy, 


ly exposed in form and figure she is, the higher | pure, and manly specimens of young America—of a 


class that will become more numerous as time goes on 
aud women are liberated from dependence, ignorance, 
and frivolity. We agree to your remarks on sex in 
costume, and believe a healthier and purer morality 
would exist if these distinctions were abolished, which 
will put an end to all wriggling and setting off 
prominent sexual points in dress, and the objects of 
man and woman in their associations will be to make 
each other better and nobler citizens, friends, and lovers, 
and will demonstrate that education does not make 
western mothers slaves nor “ dancing girls in their own 
homes,” “with a marketable value,” nor poorer wives or 
mothers than the ignorant women of your own country. 
We have a high ideal for our race, and hope to realize 
its possibilities. 

Sincerely yours, C. B. Wiysiow. 

RESPONSE. 

PHILADEPHIA, PA., January 12, 1886. 


My Dear Mapam: I am much obliged by your kind 
letter of the 10th instant. Iam glad to know that L 
have one in Washington who speaks for me. I wish I 
had known her when I was there in November last. If you 
were to know one hundredth part of the admiration and 
reverence [ have for the American woman, my first letter 
alone would be clear enough to convince you of my best 
motive. You all know that man is not educated to be- 
come a husband or father, but to become a man. When 
he becomes a man he becomes all. Woman should 
equally be educated to become a woman. When she 
becomes so she is all dignity. The epithets, wife and 
mother, husband and father, are the outcomes, and not 
the causes of education. But the former are significant 
of slavery and servitude, I am sorry that advocates of 
woman’s rights should not see these invidious distinc- 
tions. An unmarried woman is called u “ Miss” and a 
married one “ Mrs.,” but man has no such appellations; 
why isitso? Is itnot so that an unmarried woman likes 
to be called a “ Miss” that she may be courted and flat- 
tered by man? It is time now, L believe, that all these 
wrong ideas should be set to right, and woman’s dignity 
as a woman, and not an appendage of man, should be 
maintained. 

I amı glad to hear that educated mothers have well- 
developed, healthy, pure,and model sons and daughters. 
But do you think that the mothers of Socrates, Plato, 
Shakespeare, Milton, Cowper, Goldsmith, Johason, Ad- 
dison, Washington, Lincoln, and many other eminent 
men, were learned women like the ones you speak of ? 


is plain and neat iu her dress, | Educated parents have given birth to dunces and lunatics, 
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and illiterate ones to genius and intellect. It appeare| support four generations of the descendants of one fallen 
to me very shallow that the results should be taken for} woman. Cards bearing the pledges of the White Cross 


the causes of any laudable objects; T should like to see 
woman entirely dependent upon herself and independ- 
ent of man. She should care naught for him as long 
as he does not recognize her as his equal. How can she 
be his equal, when. howsoever villainous he may be, he 
is mated to a good woman on the strength of his prow- 
ess and fortune? Has any respectable man married a 
fallen woman? But I will show you thousands of 
fallen and vicious men, who are married by respectable 
women. What is this? Why are these women educated 
if they cannot behave better ? A man of seventy-three, 
but a Governor of New York, marries a young girl of 
thirty. The more I think over this matter the worse is 
my despair. Loud talk and no work. My advice to 
all women is“ Don’t marry.” As long as men find 
means of gratification without marriage, so long women 
will eat the bread of shame. Please, therefore, find out 
some remedies that will effectively cure the mania of 
mothers and wives. 

If you think that my letter will still be considered 
as unfavorable to the position of woman, I would wish 
it better be published ; for they will always take one 
for their enemy who is their best well-wisher. 

Your strictures on the women of my country in com- 
parison with the libertines is appreciative, I propose 
to write something in reply to your questions on the 
letter written by a native of India, aud published in 
your issue of December last. In Christian and Mo- 
hammedan religions woman is considered aslave and 
made for man, but in my religion it is man who is made 
for woman. She isthe mother from whom this universe 
derives its anointing principle. I am, therefore, a 
heathen. Woman is the highest ideal, ten thousand 
times superior to man, according to Hindoo conception. 
Woman is the center of gravitation. No people re- 
spect her so much as the heathen do. Other nations 
honor her attainments, but the Eastern her divinity. 

Thanking you and all those who exert themselves in 
this noble cause, I remain, dear madam, yours very 
respectfully, GopaL VINAYAK JOSHEE. 


CAMPAIGNING AGAINST VICE, 


A meeting for the especial benefit of young men was 
held in Association Hall last night under the auspices 
of the White Cross Army of the Young Men’s Chris 
tian Association, Abont 1,000 persons were present. 

Tra D. Sanky led in the singing. Dr. D. B.St. John 

Roosa said that there should not be any false shame 
alkiug to men about personal purity, There was 
educating young men into sin by telling 
aght to avoid. Frankness and sin- 
“weapons to use against the pecu- 
mining society. ‘The physical 
-of young men required 

s of chastity. It was 
ts physical consequences 
S 


or of record 


Army were distributed among the audience, and several 
of them were returned to the platform bearing signa- 
tures of persons who desired to be enrolled in the ranks 
of the army. The printed pledges embrace the follow. 
ing promises . 

1. To treat all women with respect, and endeavor to 
protect them from wrong and degradation. 

2. To endeavor to put down all indecent language 
and coarse jests. 

3. To maintain the law of purity as equally binding 
upon men and women, 

4, To endeavor to. spread these principles among my 
companions, and to try and help my younger brothers. 

A collection was taken up, and a vigorous address 
was made by the Rev. 8. H. Virgin, of Harlem. He 
alluded tothe Pull Mall Gazette revelations in London, 
and said that if a truthful expose of the extent of vice 
and licentiousness in New York should be made by 
some reputable newspaper, a story would be told that 
would blatch the cheeks and curdle the blood of Chris. 
tian men and women. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

RICHMOND HILL, New York, Jan 21, 1886, 
DEAR MADAME: My remarkson Political Economy which you 
printed in December ALrHa were not so complete as I should 
have made them for publication. Any of the ALPHA readers 
who may wish to see a more careful statement of just how the 
pay of all useful head and hand service in America can be 
doubled or more, will find the same explained in the January 
number of American Liberty, a little quarterly paper. at only 
ten cents a year. published by Wm. M. De Camp, Hampton, 

Va Respectfully, Wm. HUNT. 


We are glad to print this paragraph from the pen of 
our venerable friend, Wm. Hunt, who has been so good 
a friend to Tue Arena and its field of work from its 
inception. Mr. Hunt has such a clear moral perception 
of the laws of equity, as well as a most sympathetic 
heart for the woes of humanity, that he has been led 
to study deep down into fundamental principles for cause 
of poverty and crime, and is ready to strike „telling 
blows at the root of the gigantic evils that oppress us, 
and threaten the life of the nation. Read his article on 


“Truly Just Laws,” in another column, ©. B. W. 


Chara, PA., Jan. 22, 1886. 
Dear Mrs. WrysLow: Many thanks for your kind wordsand 
greetin for the New Year. I ay feel especially grateful 
o you for a letter, knowing that your hands and mind are busy, 
and your physical stength RA Your life is a very precions 
one to many, and I trust it may be spared to earth-life for many 
years, and that those years may be sweetened by the kind ap- 
preciation of kindred souls—friends, though you have never seen 
their faces. When we think of the martyrs to truth whose per- 
secuted lives were crushed out by the iron hand of superstition 
in the past, your work seems to have met with uprecedented 
succes: 

“A Woman’s View of it™ met with my enthusiastic a 
proval. It bore the unmistakable marks of truth, and met with 
a mse in many hearts | am sure; many, no doubt, who 
would sooner die than expose to another such an experience as- 
It is the truth that the world needs upon sexual matters; 


that. 


pl, 00,000 to public opinion has too long demanded concealment, even unto 


dery, from our women that men be not called to account for 
outrages. I showed the article to an unmarried 

siot mine, who is very intelligent and pure minded. She 
= “itis good, and no doubt true, but nothing new to me. 
Heat three women have made exactly the same confession to 
» 


thelr own marri relations. I am sure that 


piter hopelessness for themselves induced them 

wie me; and they hoped also to use their influence to bar me 
thew ever risking in mar the torture they had to endure.” 
b never have thought of writing a 


had I not been impelled by some force out- | 
Yet for the line of communication has been 


gift come to me in the midst of a great sorrow, | 


test comfort and blessing a woman ever | 
to tell, as you no doubt realize from per- 
be eha where our own intelligence leaves off and 
í ; in fact I do not think it begins or leaves off, 
and harmonizes and stimulates to activity the pow- 
individualized. 
be lifted up above the cares and burdens of this 
of a more exalted realm be vouchsafed 


and 
7 ES Sa omsoionsness of a noble work well done. 
ws, for pure living. EVA BARNES. 


New York, Jan. 7,1886. 
My Dean Mrs. Winstow: Although you sent me four extra 
apiesof the January ALPHA I want four more to use as sample 
apis, Can you spare them’? Two of those you first sent me 
| a away, marked “to be given to my boys when they 
Wein to think of marriage;*’ one I have sent to a nephew of 
mi married. asking him to subscribe for it. and telling 
uthat if newly-married couples wonld act on the teachings 
Tas ALPHA, even partially, they would be spared much 


lls article, “A Woman’s View of the Matter,’’ con- 
much valuable truth as it is possible to crowd into the 
‘I believe millions of married women are cryin 


‘tin their hearts against this monstrous subjection to sexua 
K 


èr 
~s 
i 


J 


{not time for us to consider what we are doing when 
toa dress reform that would allow the resemblances 
to be manifest, on the ground that * if womeu 
men they would cease to be attractive?” I should 
xual attraction of men for women could be less- 
the intellectual attraction increased it would be a 


eth Kingsbury’s articles are so good—well, it useless for 
, for THE ALPHA is always good. I hope its cir- 
be ten thousand, and ten times ten thousand, 
sure it would be if our public servants in Wash- 
pases the people with a sufficient volume of 
ion of business 

CELIA B. WHITEHEAD. 


Lace 
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AIKEN, S. C., Jan. 18, 1886. 


E: Lam ay in receipt of THE ALPHA 
nd thank you for the insertion of the notice of 
* Controlling ” I am sure familiarity with my 

iduce you to give it a high rank as an influence work- 
rd the same end as your meritorious publication. I 
| mamare in such beneficent labors, nor 
means to a pecuniarily, but my voice and 
times at command for helping on such a good 


a by rougit upon by the letter in 
ed ta Bell. It is, as I have good 
unpleasant histo’ 


of half the young 
ef, I may alm 
w, first led me to think of publishing 


s pa desirous of having sons every | list, we have no right to debar her from the 
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CoLETA, N. Y.. Jan, 18, 1558. 

UaroLtxe B. WixsLow-: Enclosed find one dollar, for which 
please continue Tue ALPHA to me another vear. 

I think the restraint in the exercise of our abnormal sexual 
desires that it teaches us to impose on ourselves is an important 
factor in determining the future perfect man. 

The perfected man is the seeded man now and bere. 1 second 
heartily any and every verified investigation that is an aid In 
producing him. Josertti ANTHONY. 


THE LOVED AND LOST, 


The loved and lost! Why do we call them lost? 
Because we miss them from our onward road ? 
God's unseen angel o'er our pathway crost, 
Looked on us all. and loving them the most, 
Straightway relieved them of life's weary load, 
They are pot lost ; they are within the door 
That shuts out Joss, and every hurtful thing, 
With angels bright and loved ones gone before, 
In their Redeemer’s presence evermore, 
And God himself their Lord, and Judge, and King. 
And this we call a * loss:"’ O selfish sorrow 
Of selfish hearts! O, we of little faith! 
Let us look round, some argument to borrow 
Why we in patience should await the morrow 
That purely must succeed this night of death. 
Aye, look upon this dreary, desert path, 
he thorns and thistles where’er we turn ; 
What trials and what tears, what wrongs and wrath, 
What struggles and what strife the journey hath! 
They have escaped from these, and lo! we mourn. 
Ask the poorssailor, when the wreck is done, 
Who with his treasures strove the shore to reach 
While with the raging waves he battled on, 
Was it not joy where every joy seemed gone, 
To see his loved ones landed on the beach ? 
A poor wayfarer, leading by the hand 
A little child, had halted by the well 
To wash from off her feet the clinging sand, 
And tell the tired boy of that bright land 
Where, this long journey past, they longed to dwell ; 
When lo! the Lord, who many mansions had, 
Drew near and looked upon the suffering twain, * 
Then pitying spake. * Give me the little lad ; 
In strength renewed, and glorious beauty clad, 
I'll bring him with me when I come again.” 
Did she make answer eh and wrong— 
** Nay. but the woes I feel he too must share! "’ 
Or, rather bursting into joyful song, 
Go on her way rejoicing and made strong 
To struggle on, since he was freed from care, 
We will do likewise; death has made no breach 
In love and sympathy, in hope and trust; 
No outward sign or sound our ears can reach, 
But there is an inward spiritual speech 
That greets us still, though mortal tongues be dust, 
It bids us do the workthat they laid down— 
Take up the song where they broke off the strain ; 
Sojourning till we reach the heavenly town, 
Where are laid up our treasures and our crown, 
And our lost loved ones will be found again. 
—The Church of England Magazine. 


CricaGo suffrage women are using letter envel with 
ze following declaration of principles printed upon their sur- 
ace : 


WOMAN’S PATRIOTIC DUTY. 


Equity knows no difference of sex.—Herbert Spencer. 
The equal interests of morality imperatively require that the 


say a knowledge, in | ballot should be placed in the hands of women.— Bishop Simpson. 


Whil» woman is admitted to the gallows, the jail and the tax 
ot box.— Wen- 


the pre-potent influence of the | dell Phillips. 


male offspring, hence enco in 
desires, to the distress 


SAWL H. TERRY. 


No sectarianism in religion ; no spapinratiare in politics; no 


and injury of ete citizenship.—Frances B. Willar: 


hat right have all you women to leave all of this work of 
caring for the country to the men ?—James Freeman Clark. 
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LIST OF BOOKS 


Published by the Moral Education Societ 
or sale at the Office of prr 


THE ALPHA, 
No. l Grant Place, 
Washington, B, C. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF, KNOWLEDGE CON- 
CERNING THE SEXUAL NATURE. 
A Suggestive Essay. 
By GERTRUDE HITZ. 
Price, 25 cents. 


A NEW TRACT— 
A NEW SERMON FROM AN OLD TEXT, 


= Increase, multiply, and replenish the 
earth.” 


By Parson Jonesbee. 
Price 5cents. 


PARENTAL LEGACIES. 
By Caroline B. Winslow, M. D. 
Price 5 cents. 


A HIGHER VIEW OF LIFE. 
By B. F. Fetherolf. 
Price 5 cents 


= 


THE RELATION OF THE MATERNAL 

FUNUTION TO THE WOMAN INTELLECT. 
By AUGUSTA COOPER BRISTOL. 

Price 10 ceuts. 


PRE-NATAL CULTURE. 

Br A. E. NEWTON. 

This pamphlet of 67 pages contains scientific 
suggestions to parents relative to systematic 
methods of moulding the character of children 
before birth. Price 25 cents. 


THE MYSTERY, AND HITHERTO AND BE- 
YOND. 


Two essays read before the Washington Moral 
Education Society. 
BY MRS. EVELEEN L. MASON. 
These essays are the result of ten years’ study 
the religions of all nations and all ages, and 
show bow constant has been the effort to recog. 
nize ‘he feminine element in religious worship, 
and just as they have succeeded has civilization 
adyanced aud each time the aggressive force of 
man bas crushed the idea, humanity has fallen 
back into darkness and barbarism. 
Price 15 cents. For sale at the office of THE 
ALPHA, i Grant Place, Washington, D. C. 


HEREDITY AND TRANSM)SSION. 
BY MRS. MARY L. GRIFFITH. 
Price 5 cents. 


SUGGESTIONS TO MOTHERS; 
OR, 
WHAT CHILDREN SHOULD KNOW. 


Price 10 cents. 


‘THE TOBACCO VICE, 
WITH SUGGESTIONS HOW TO OVERCOME 
¥. Mci. SHEPARD. 


DISINHERITED CHILDHOOD. 


BY 
MAY WRIGHT SEWALL 
Price 10 cents. 


THE RELATION OF THE SEXES 
By FREDERICK A. HINCKLEY. 
Price 10 cents. 


THE NEW POWER FOR THE NEW AGE. 
By Mrs. E. L. MAson. 
Price 10 cents. 


MARRIAGE—ITS DUTIES AND DANGERS. 
By MRS. HARRIETTE R. SHATTUCK. 
Price 10 cents. 


FOREWARNED AND FOREARMED. 
By MRS. GEORGIANA KIRBY. 
Price 5 cents. 


BLACK SHEEP. 
Ry 
C. B. W. 
Price 5 cents 


THE LOST NAME. . 
“Our Mother vho art in Heayer,”’ 
By EVELEEN L. Mason, 
Price 10 cents, 


FOR SALE 


FOR GIRLS. 
By MRs. SHEPHERD. 


k A SPECIAL PHYSIOLOGY. 
It isglean, sweet and practical. Every girl should 
read it and own it. 
Price $1.00. 


THE BETTER WAY; 
AN 
Appeal to men in behalf of Human Culture 
through a wiser parentage. 


BY 
A. E. NEWTON. 
Price 25 cents. 


FATHER'S ADVICE TO EVERY BOY 


AND 
MOTHER’S ADVICE TO EVERY GIRL 
By Mrs. Dr. E. P. MILLER. 
Price 10 cents each. 


VITAL FORCE. 
By Dr. E. P. MILLER. 
Price 30 cents. 


CHRONIC AND NERVOUS DISEASES OF 
WOMEN 


By Dr. Roscu. 
Price 25 cents. 


TOKOLOGY, 4 BOOK FOR EVERY WOMAN. 


ALICE B. STOCKHAM, M. D. 
Teaches Positively Painless Pregnancy and Partu- 
rition. 
Gives certain cure for Dyspepsia, Neuralgia, Con- 
stipation, Headache, Change of Life, «ec. 


TEN EDITIONS SOLD FIRST YEAR. 


“TI find more needed information in its pages 
than ever before in one book.”—Mary A. Livermore. 
“The very best book that can be putinto the hands 
of a girl or woman.’”’—E. M. Hale, M. D. 
Postpaid, Cloth, $2.00 
Full Morocco, $2.50 ¢¿ AGENTS. 
Very Best Terms to 


Address ALPHA, 
No. 1 Grant Place, Washington, D. C. 


ANTE-NATAL INFANTICIDE. 
By Mrs. eerie L. GRIFFITH 
cents. 


‘ : 
“IN CLOUDS OF LINOKE,” 
By D. S, Leacn, M. D. 
Price 10 cents. 


A New The VOLUTION, oe 
BY Pron A EE cae 
Price 6 cents, 


INFANT'S AND CHILDREN’S GARMENTS, 


Manufactured from a yarn made of fine long wool 
combined with cotton, making a delicate non-shrink- 
ing fabric, which will not irritate the skin or cause 
neryous unrest like all wool shirts, offered to 
thoughtful mothers. Send 2 cent stamp for sam- 
ples and price list to MRS. AGNES F. CHAMPNEY, 
Woburn, Mass. 


THE FLORAL FRIEND 
AND 

Household Journal. 
A live 8-page, 48-column monthly journal, pub 
lished at the Bauneg-Beg Greenhouses 
and deyoted to Agriculture. Household, Fashion 
Literature, Poetry. etc. Only 50 cents a year in 
cluding the LADIES’ MANUAL OF Fancy WORK,! 
new book printed on fine tinted paper and contain 
ing over 500 illustrations; giving plain direction 
for all kinds of Fancy Needle Work. Large circula 
tion in the States and Canada. Rates reasonable 
Objectionable advertisements not received, Sampl 

copies free. Address, 4 
FLORAL FRIEND, BAUNEG-BEG, MAINE. 


TIHE MORAL EDUCATION SOCIETY O! 

Washington, will meet at No. 1308 T S'reei 
the third Wednesday in each Month, at 2 0’clock 
P. M. 


OFFICERS: 
Da. SUSAN A. EDSON, 0000 .ccepeses President. 
Mrs. ELLEN M. O'CONNOR... 
Miss ELLEN M SHELDON... ... ¢ Vice President 
Mrs. H. B JOHESON.....seeooos 
MRS. EVELEEN L. MASON,....- ? Vice-Presiden’ 
Mrs. JERUSHA G. JoY...........-. at Large. 
Dr. FLORA STANFORD.......-c00-00 Rec. Secretari 
DR. CAROLINE B. WINSLOW.......Cor. Secretar! 
Dr MARY E. HART siperye .... Treasurer. 


MIND IN NATURE. 


A Popular Journal of Information regarding th 
relation of mind to the body and their reciproc 
action, with special reference to health and diseas 

It furnishes the most interesting facts of scienc 
and nature, the most striking discoveries in Tel 
pathy and all branches of Psychical Research. 

Among the special contributors are some of tk 
most eminent living Physiologists, Psychologist 
Scientists and Theologians. 


PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE 
COSMIC PUBLISHING COMPANY, 


171 W. WASHINGTON STREET, CHICAGO. 


Printed on heavy, fine book paper, with antiqu 
laid covers. Only one dollar per year. 


ALPHA UNDERGARMENTS. 


Constructed in accordance 
with physiological principle 
covering the body evenl: 
from neck to waist and an 
«les—made from warm, sof 
and elastic frbric. 

Samples of material witl 
price list sent by mail. 

Orders accompanied -by 
cash will receive prompt at 
tention. 

The garment for women is 
the result of careful study 
for years, and while the odd 
and peculiar construction of 
pockets in vest is acknowl- 
edged, that feature is ear- 
nestly presented as of great 
importance in te arrange- 
ment of sanitary Perr 8 

by 


For children’s wea the “ 
pha" is not su 
any garment in the market, 


ECRU ALPHA GARMENTS FOR SPRING 
AND SUMMER WEAR. 

Fabric—heavy and light English Lisle Thread; 
balf bleached, which insures unusual durability 
in underwear of Summer grades. 

Delicate in texture, made to fit the fizure per- 
fectly of excellent workmanship. An unusual 
opportunity to clothe the body lightly, comforr 
ably and healthfully during warm weather. 

Address 


ALPHA MANUFACTURING CO., 
Woburn, Mass. — 


